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TO THE | 
Truſtees and Subſcribers" 


TO THE 


CHARITY-SCH OOL 
STAMFORD. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HE Number and Value of 
your Tearly Subſcriptions, be- 
ſides your liberal Contribu- 
tons upon this Day's Occaſion, are 
ample Teſtimonies, in the Sight of 
God and good Men, how well you 
are inclin d to the Subjett of this 
Diſcourſe: Fo which Inclination, 
may be owing that Attention you 
gave 
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The Dedication. 
gave it in the Delivery, and your 
further favouring it with a Deſire 
hat it might be Printed: Which, 
how much ſo ever averſe to, I coud 
not refuſe, becauſe requested þ 
Perſons actuated by the ſame Pull 
 Vick-Spirit this Diſcourſe, 'recom- 
mends, and to whom my Succeſſors 
too in this Place will be greatly ol. 
lig id, for thoſe Benefatt;ans Which 
I take thu Opportunity of acknou- 

aging. 1am, ĩ ͤ 


Gentlemen, 


Jour moſt Humble Servant, 


William Hanne: 
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PSALM Lxxi. the 5" and Part of thejs® Verſe. 


Thou art my Hope, O Lord God; T hou art 
my Truſt, from my Touth. | 
By Thee have ] been holden up from the 
Worib :---ray Praiſe ſhall be continually of Thee. 


ful Acknowledgement, from the Prophet David, 

of all the Mercies, God had vouchſafed him, from 
the Time of his Birth, to that of hiswriting this Pſalm: And 
as Strength is ever magnifhed by Weakneſs, and That is the 
moſt proper Time, for infinite Power, Wiſdom, and Good- 
nels to interpoſe itſelf, when Dangers come thickeſt, and 
Wants, and Diſtreſſes are moſt clamorous, and importu- 
note; the Royal Prophet, here particularly, recollects the 
Times of his Infancy, Childhood, and Youth, as more e- 
minent Periods of his own Self-Inſufficiency, and Depen- 
dance upon ſomething above him. Many of theſe Mer- 
cies were conferr'd upon him, previous to any Service, or 
even Petition of his own; e're yet he cou'd expreſs his 
Wants, or be ſenſible of any Being to whom he cou'd ap- 
ply himſelf for relief; which therefore from the free un- 
provok'd-Manner in which they were given, call'd for his 
earlieſt Returns of Acknowledgment, ſo ſoon as he ſhou d 
be capable of underſtanding from what Hand theſe Helps 
came, and of forming his Thoughts into Praiſe, and Thankſ- 
giving: The Exercife of which, towards his Great Creator 
and Preſerver, was to laſt as long as he carried about him 


TI Words may ſuggeſt to the Hearer, a grate- 


dneſs. 
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2 A Charity Sermon. 

Thou art my Hope, O Lord God: Thou art my Truſt from 
my Youth. By Thee have I been holden up, from the 2 
my Praiſe ſhall be continually of Thee, - VAL 
But to magnify God with a Song, and to praiſe him wit) 
Thankſgiving, tho' it may better pleaſe, than a Sacrifice of 
the largeſt Size, or Price; yet it is not All, that is implied 
in the Text; which requires allo, a dutiful Submiſſion to 
the whole Will of God, and an Endeavour to tranſcribe in. 
to ourſelves ſuch of his Perfections, as are imitable by us: 
But it more particularly directs us, to render ourſelves fi 
Inſtruments of his Providence towards others, in thoſe ye. 
ry Circumſtances, under which we our ſelves have labour- 
ed, been reliev'd in, or deliverd from. This is all along 
inferr'd and inculcated throughout the Old Teſtament, 
and the Goſpel, and the Epiſtles in the New. , Let one 
Inſtance from each ſuffice; Deut. x. 19. Love ye therefore 
the Stranger, for ye were Strangers in the Land of Egypt. 
Mat. xviii. 33. Shouldeſt not Thou have had Compaſſion on 
thy Fellow-Servant, even as I had Pity on Thee? And Ephel, 
iv. 32. Be ye kind one to another, tender hearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God, for Chriſt's Sake, hath forgiven 
vont. So that to him who receives a Benefit, in the ſame 
Senſe that the Almighty gives it, every Bleſſing carries with 
it an Exhortation, and a Duty ſprings up from every Fa- 
vour: One Mercy thankfully and duly receiv'd, creates 
an Aptitude, and excites an Inclination to produce more, 
and the Condition is better'd, that the Man may be ſo too: 
Each beneficent Act of the Almighty, practicable by us, is 
to put us in Mind of our Fellow- Creatures, as well as of 
our Creator, and filently imparts this Admonition, to eve- 
ry conſiderate Receiver, of Go and do thou likewiſe. 

This then being premiſed .I ſhall treat of the following 
Particulars. | e a; 


e 


(he Sons of the Clergy, 
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I. The General Obligation from Humane Nature, and 
Chriſtianity, to ſuecour and relieve Neceſſity, and Aﬀic- 
gion: Ot which, that there are ſo many miſerable Inſtances 
in the World, God's Juſtice is by no means to be call'd in 
Queſtion. 3 l c 

II. I ſhall mention ſome particular Incitements to this 
Duty, from the Amiableneſs, Honour, and Dignity, as 
well as Uſefulneſs, that many Times attend Miſery and 
Indigence. | 

And, as Beginnings are eſpecially to be taken Care of, 
where-ever we wiſh the End ſhou'd ſucceed well; and 
little Things too are not without their proper Uſe and Ex- 
cellencies, that under this View, - | 
III. and laſtly, The Wants and Neceſſities of Infancy, 
and Childhood, are by no means the leaſt to be regarded. 


Firſt then Tam to ſhew the general Obligation from 
Humane Nature and Chriſtianity to, &c. The Earth 3s the 
Lord's and the Fulneſs thereof; and, unleſs when He, in 
his Anger, thinks fit to order otherwife, what it produces, 
is ſufficient for the Maintenance of all the Creatures that' 
are upon it. For the Divine Being is not, what ſome with 
more Prophaneneſs than Wit, have repreſented Him, like 
a Great Man, whoſe Vanity prompts him to retain more 


| Dependants, than his Revenue can ſupport: And. that' 


both the Earth, and the Ark, were neither of em ſuffici-- 
ent for the Purpoſes, for which God created the one, and 
directed the making of the other, are each of em Objecti- 
ons that have been made in their Turns. But can they 
believe, or do they conſider God, as a Being of inſinite 
Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, at the fame Time, that 
hey make ſo idle, and ridiculous a Repreſentation of Him, 


tn 
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as not to be able to foreſee, or not able, and willing to 

rovide, what will be ſufficient for his Creatures © 1s any 
Thing more or Jeſs hard ta Omnipotence ? Whatever He 
has done in relation to Man, is politively Good, and a real 
Effect of his Infinite Love: And as for the Wants, and Di- 
ſtreſſes ſo viſible in the World, occaſion d by ſome Mens 
Luxury, Avarice, or Ambition, c. detaining That from 
others, which their Neceſſities entitle them to, They can 
by no means be charged upon Him, but upon the Perſons 
He only permits ſo to do, by the Conſequence of that 
State and Order of Things, in which the World was left by 
the Tranſgreſſion of our firſt Parents. Diſmal indeed are 
the Effects of their Fall! and they were undoubtedly guil- 
ty of the moſt poſitive Injuſtice, in plunging their Poſterity 
into ſuch dreadful Circumſtances; yet the Righteouſneſs of 
God is not to be call'd in Queſtion, for the bare Permiſſion 
of that Puniſhment, which as long as the Creature conti- 
nues evil, He is not in juſtice oblig d to remove. Nor 
was it unjuſt in God, to appoint ſuch an Order of Things, 
in which one Man's Miſery, might be the unavoidable 
Conſequence of another's Wickedneſs; any more than He 
is to blame, for that Bodies Gravitate ; Winter has it's Ice 
and Cold; Spring and Autumn their Diſeaſes; that Winds, 
and Storms have Force; that the Sea rages, and Rivers 
overflow, wild Beaſts deyour, or Men, more ſavage, have 
Enmity with one another, becauſe there are Perſons who 
have fuffer d in their Circumſtances, or loſt their Lives, 
from theſe Qualities adhering to the Things juſt now men- 
tion'd: But St. James tells us, that the Day of the Lord i 
at hand, in which all falſe Judgments ſhall be anſwer d, 
and Wrongs ſet right, When the injur'd ſhall be infinite- 
ly more = made amends, for whatever, Selfiſhnels, 
Luxury, Avarice, Fraud, Pride, Envy, or Malice have 
with-held, or taken away from them; and the Injurers 
mall for ever Weep and Howle for the Miſeries that ſpall 
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come upon them. And therefore in the mean time, if theſe 
bold Objectors againſt God and his Providence, were more 
generouſſy employ'd in reaſoning themſelves, and perſua- 
ding others to a Readineſs to diſtribute, and a Willingneſs to 
communicate upon the firm Belief and Principle that it is the 
laying tp for themſelves a good Fonn tation for the time to 
come; they wou'd then find their own Objection leſſen 
daily upon their Hands, and feel within them a rational, 
and much more laſting Satisfaction, in glad ning the Hearts, 
and reviving the Spirits of Multitudes of ſuch as are ſunk 
deep into Miſery and Deſpondency; by a prudent Diſtri- 
bution of ſuch Sums, which, after every Article of living 
anſwerably to their Birth, Quality, and Condition is punc- 
tually and honourably defrayed, might be very eaſily re- 
trench'd from the great Expences, that muſt attend a con- 
tinual Hurry of Company, of faſhionable Amuſements, - 
and Diverſions; to all which, they may, perhaps, be more 
prompted from the Fear of ferious Thinking, ſhou'd they 
be left to themſelves, than from any violent Inclination: 
they have for, or from any real Delight or Pleaſure that 
can attend Theſe, or indeed any ſort of Entertainments 
when ſo often repeated. As 

St, Paul 'in his Epiſtle to Timothy, orders him, and in 
him all others of the ſame ſacred Function, to charge 


_ them who are Rich in this World, not to truſt in uncertain 


Riches, but in the Living God: And what Subject can 
better deſerve all the Recommendation, and Force' that 
can be given it, from our Thoughts, our Lips, and our 
Lives. Great indeed are the Effects of Wealth; it pro- 
cures to it's Poſſeſſors much Power, great Titles, ſtately 
Buildings, rich Furniture, large Demeans, Multitude of 
Attendants, much Obeyſance and Reſpect; and all the 
Elegance, r and Splendor, that Nature, or 
Art, can#fupply, or deviſe; And yet after all — 
| | e 
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ed Powers of Riches, beſides the Thought of the Uncer- 


tainty of their ſtaying with their preſent Poſſeſſors, or of 
theics wich them, yet ſuppoſing them and all other out- 
ward viſible Circumſtances to continue as they were; yet 
if it pleaſe. God to let looſe any Uneaſineſs upon their 
Minds, from the Imagination, or from any other, Faculty 
as He beſt knows how, and from whence ; If He mix in 
their full Cup any the leaſt Drop out of one of the Vjals 
of his Wrath; immediately Satisfaction ſickens, Delight lan- 
guiſhes, and Deſire fails; Their Glory is put out, and Their 
Crown falls to the Ground, as the Royal Pſalmijt expreſſes 
it: Who in another Place gives us a lively Inſtance of this 
ſudden Change, from his own Experience, and in his own 
Perſon, Pſal. xxx. 6, 7. In my Proſperity, I ſaid, I ſhall ne- 
ver be moved: "Thou Lord of thy Goodneſs, haſt made my 
Mountain to ſtand ſo [irongi: The very next Words are, 
Thou didſt turn thy Face away, and I was troubled. And 
Job xxxiv. 29, When He giveth Ouietneſs, who then can 
nate Trouble? and when He hideth his Face, who then can 
behold Him ? whether it be done againſt a Nation, or a Man 
only. | 
W the Man, who, inſtead of ſaying to the Gold 
thou art my Hope, and to the fine Gold thou art my Confi- 


der.ce, looks upon God as his Strength; is prepar'd for any 


Condition of Life that Heaven ſhall allot him: If a plen- 
tiful one, he makes a generous and charitable Uſe of it; 
If Affliction is to be his Portion, he is arm'd beforehand 
with Patience and Reſignation, that if Troubles abound, 
Conſolation may ſtill much more abound. Nay, tho' the Prince 
of the Powers of the Air be permitted to ven him with 
all his Storms, and cauſe his loudeſt Terrours to gather and 
roll on, till they burſt over his Head, and the thick black 
Clouds of Envy, and Malignity, flaſh out their Fury, and 
dart all their Vengeance at him; he is then moregnunept: 

| | "I * by 
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ly ſenſible of an All-powerful Being, united to his own, 


— 


ever preſent to him, and whiſpering Safety, Comfort, and 
Encouragement in well-doing, amidſt the greateſt ſeem- 
ing Severity of outward Diftreſs. Or, if through Publick 
Calamity, or Scarcity, or the Infliction of Domeſtick Inju- 
ries, or Misfortunes, he is put to the utmoſt Streights of 
Neceſſity, though the Fig-Tree ſball not bloſſom at all, or 
if it does, not to him, neuer ſhall Fruit be in the Vines, 
the Labour of tbe Oli ve ſhall fail, and the Fields ſhall yeild 
no Meat, the Flock ſhall be cut off from the Fold, and there 


ſhall be no Herd in the Stalls, yet will he rejoyce in the Lord, 


he will 900 in the God of his Salvation, Hab. iii. 17, 18. 
But ſhou'd Thoſe, to whom the Apoſtle gives this Com- 
miſſion, of charging ſuch, who are rich in this World, not 
to truſt in uncertain Riches, &c. hold their Peace; yet will 
all Nature cry aloud to the ſame good Purpoſe, throughout 
all her Works, and every Day is ſpent by them, from their 
own abundant Kindneſs to him, in arguing Man, but 
without Noiſe and Strife, into Bounty and Beneficence. 
For whoſe Sake the Rivers flow; Plants and Trees grow 
up and flouriſh, the Cattle feed, and the Earth, Sea, and 
Air, are fill'd with Living Creatures, of ſo many different 
Kinds, fit for his Food or Uſe: For whoſe Sake too, the 
Sun riſes and ſets; and then the Moon and the Stars are 
lielned up; Day and Ni: ht ſucceed each other; the Clonds 
chop Fatneſs, the Seaſons obſerve their Returns, and this 
of Autumn eſpecially, by a plentifut Effuſion of all her 
Fruits, loudly crys out to the Gatherers freely ye have re- 
carved freely give. But Man is more particularly admo- 
niſhed to a liberal Uſe of them, by the very Nature and 
Textvre of thoſe very Things themſelves, which God of 
His Providence, form'd, and deſign'd, for proper Inſtru- 
ments of our adminiſtring to one anothe's Neceſſity or 
Convenience, in that they will, by a ſordid Diſuſe and 
| | Con- 
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Concealment looſe of their Weight and Briglitneſs, and eit 
into themielves and their Owners, as St. James .oblerves, 
Tour Gold and your Silver is canker d, and the Ruſt of them 
ſhall be a Witneſs againſt you, and ſhall eat your Fleſh as it 
were Fire. Je have heap'd Treaſure together for the laſt 
Days: And whilſt there are ſo many who are pinch'd with 
Cold and Hunger for want of them, Garments will be 
Moth-eaten, and Proviſions will corrupt; Houſes too, if 
not inhabited, will the ſooner go to Decay, and that moſt 
precious Talent of our Time, of which the Almighty. Gi. 
ver, to teach us to husband it the better, entruſts us with 
but one Moment, or Drop of it at once, generally istrifled 
away, without any Satisfadtion, but with Imputation to 
the Miſpender; runs out into Sottiſhneſs and Debauchery, 
in one Sex, or Tattling and Defamation in the other, and 
Envy and Maliciouſneſs in both, if, (after our own Afﬀairs, 
which ought not to take up a great deal of it, are ſatisfied) 
it is not generouſly and honourably employed, for the 
Service of our Friends our Neighbours, our Country, ot 
the Good of Mankind in general: For nothing can es. 
empt any Man living from a Claim, or Title, to our Good 
Will and Beneficence; not even the greateſt III-Will or 
Injury from him to ourſelves, or, indeed any Offence of 
his againſt God, The Almighty's making the Sum to rilt, 
and his Rain to fail upon the Juſt, and the Unjaſt, woud 
be a ſtrong Intimation to us, how we ought to behave to 
His, and our own Enemies, and that they ſtand entitled 
to the bountiful Effects, and Fruits, of that Rain and Suts 
ſhine, if St. Paul had not further explain'd that Paſſage by 
ſaying, If thine Enemy hunger Joes him, if he thirſt, giv 
him Drink, and inſtructed us, from that beautiful Alluſion 
to hard Metals“ (by the way, not always the leaſt valu- 
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ible) which may be melted down, when it is impoſſible to 
eal them into Uſefulneſs, and Compliance, that an inve- 
erate Frowardnefs, and Obſtinacy of Temper, is likely to 
be wrought upon, by the ſubtile Inſinuations of Kindnefs, 
and good Uſage, when it never will, by rend ring Evil for 
Evil, or Railing for Railing. | 

I come now to the Second Thing propos'd, viz. 

II. Some particular Incitements to this Duty, from the 
Amiableneſs, Honour, and Dignity, as well as Uſefulneſs, 
that many Times attend Miſery and Indigence. 

From that earneſt Deſire which every Man finds within 
himſelf, for Perfection and Duration, there is ſomething 
very affecting in Deficiency and Diſcontinuance, where-ever 
one meets with it; and the Sight of Detriment and Deſtru- 
ion in Things that are, or have been any way uſeful or 
excellent, raiſes in us a ſenſible Indignation and Concern. 
The Wounds and Defacing of a Picture or Statue, are ſome- 
times felt more by the curious Obſerver, than by the Pro- 
prietor, and a fine Building that has ſuffer'd by Time or 
Force, ſhall raiſe an Uneaſineſs in the Man of Taſte, tho 
but a Paſſenger, to that Degree, that he ſhall be more di- 
ſturb'd and concern'd at what is loſt, than pleas'd with 
the far greater Part that remains. And can we pay 
ſo much Reſpe& to a little Oyl and Colours upon Can- 
vas; a Peice of Marble, or a Heap of Wood and Stones, 
which though never ſo curiouſly wrought, or elegant] 
diſpos d according to the niceſt Rules of Proportion _ 
Art, and finiſh'd with all the proper Ornaments, are ſtill 
only the Work of Mens Hands, and be unconcern d at any 
Want, Affliction, or Diſtreſs that ſhall come upon Man 
himſelf, one of our own Species, and the laſt and moſt 
valuable Peice of the Six Days Creation, form'd at firſt in 
the Image of God, into which He breatbed- tb Bveath of 
Liſe, and gave him Dominion over the reſt of his Orea- 
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tures, in whoſe Fleſh, and perfe& Nature, the Son of God 
once vouchſafed Himſelf to be in- tabernacl'd, and cloth d 
upon, and was crucifie d in it to redeem it, with which 
He aſcended into Heaven, and now fitteth at the Right 
Hand of God, Angels, and Principalities, and Powers be. 
ing made Subject to Him? How finely does the Almighty 
apply Himſelf to this Paſſion in us for Things inanimate, 
and of inferiour Value, in order to work up in our Soul; 
a a juſt Eſteem of, and ſuitable Compaſſion for the Deſtruc- 
tion and the Mileries of thoſe of our own Species, in treat- 
ing with the Prophet Jonas about the ſaving of Nineveh, 
ter Judgment had gone out againſt ir, in his Argument 
taken from the Gourd ; which was the Son of a Night, 
as it is in the Hebrew, and periſhed in a Night! And 
God ſaid unto Jonah, Doſt thou well to be angry for the 
Gourd ? And he ſaid I do well to be angry even unto Death. 
{Then ſaid the Lord, thou haſt had Pity on the Gourd, for 
the which thou haſt not labour'd, neither madeſt it grow, 
and ſhould not I ſpare Nineveh, that great City, wherein 
there are more than Sixty Thouſand Perſons, that cannot 
diſcern bet deen their Right Hand and their Left? See what 
Regard is paid to their Innocence, though attended with 
ſo much Ignorance ; whilſt the Pride that aroſe from 
the Opinion they had of their Learning, was deem'd one 
Part of the Occaſion of thoſe heavy Judgments denounced 
7 Aſſyria, as may be ſeen from the Prophet Iſatab, 
Thy Wiſdom and thy Knowledge it bath perverted thee, and 

thou haſt ſaid in thine Heart, I am, and none beſides me. 
But there are ſome Agreeable, as well Uſeful Scenes 
of Affliction, from Qualities which are in themſelves re- 
commending, being made more ſo by ſuch Circumſtances. 
Youth, Beauty, Innocence, and Modeſty, Science, or 
Skill become more amiable and attractive from virtuous 
Diſtreſs, and inward Bitterneſs of Soul will find a Way to 
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diſcover itſelf, by the Colour, Look, Features, or Beha- 
viour, in ſuch a manner, as is beyond the Art of Paint- 
ing or Sculpture to repreſent, or the Power of Language, 
with all its Helps from Oratory or Poetry, to expreſs: 


— rande doloris 
Ingenium, miſeriſq; venit ſolertia rebus. 


Even before that it is poſſible for Time and Patience, 
and a Reliance upon inward Comforts to have wrought 
up the Mind to ſuch a State of Firmneſs and Serenity as 
to endear Afflictions, and to ſmile at Grief, if not reſoyce 
in Tribulation ; Chriſtian Diſtreſs has, with others, this 
Quality in common with Chriſtian Charity, that it doth 
wt bebave itſelf unſeemly, but with Meekneſs, and Silence: 
Whilſt the more violent Expreſſions of it are beſt known 
only to God and the Sufferer, a Sigh now and then riſing 
from the very bottom of the Heart, and a few Drops 
hanging careleſly upon the Cheeks, are more affec- 
ting] 9 than all the * and Extravagance of 
Dreſs; tho" to Gold, and Pearls, and coſtly Array, you add 
the moſt precious glittering Ornaments that Eaſtern Mines 
can furniſh, Caſt thy Bread upon the Waters, ſays Solomon, 
that is, the Tears of the Indigent and Afflicted; and thou 
ſhalt find it after many Days. For tho Man may be, and 
too often is, ungrateful, yet God is not unrigbteous, to for- 
get your Work and Labour of Love, which ye have ſhew'd 
towards his Name, in that ye have miniſtred to the Wants 
and Neceſſities of your Brethren, and do miniſter. | 

As to delight in, or to inſult Diſtreſs, beſides the hor- 
rid Wickedneſs of it, is ever a Sign of a Meanneſs and 
Wretchedneſs of Temper, and is no where more viſible 
than amongſt the Dregs of the People, and ſuch who 
ol hve not had, or have made no Advantage of the Oppor- 
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tunities of a good Education; ſo to great and noble Mind: 
there is ſomething ſacred in Miſery : Eſpecially, when 1 
roceeds from an Eminence in any uſeful Art, Quality, 
Profen, or Science. A Perſon who is excellent in any 
Kind, is almoſt ſure to know Sorrow; for beſides the 
Pains and Weariſomneſs to the Fleſh, that are neceſſary tg 
the acquiring any Degree of Superiority, in any Thing 
that is uſeful or elegant, inſtructive or entertaining; ſuch 
a one ſtands in the Way of the Reputation or Gain, of all 
that are below him, and lives a daily and hourly Contr 
diction and Reflection, a ſilent Upbraiding and a Scourge, 
upon their meaner Qualifications, or leſſer Attainment, 
their Indolence, or their Luxury. And upon theſe Occaſions, 
it is ſometimes not unpleaſant to obſerve Sloth to begin to 
awake, and ſtir, and for a while become really active; 
Stupidity ſet up for Sprightlineſs and Ingenuity, and 
Wretches long ſince abandon'd and loſt to all manner of 
Virtue and Decency, put on an Air of Sanctity and Solem- 
nity, and pretend Offence at Men of ten thouſand times 
more value than themſelves; and to ſee Envy and Malice 
prompt them to that Labour, Study, Self-denial; and 
Contradiction to their Habits, for a Time, to which Vir- 
tue, with all her Charms, cou'd never engage them, not 
Religion, with her Hopes and Fears of Rewards and pu- 
niſhments, exquiſite and endleſs, either perſuade or drive 
them. And thus it was in St. Paul's Time, as we read, 
Phil. i. 15. Some indeed preach Chriſt out of Envy and Ma- 
lice, and ſome out of Good-will; the one preach Chriſt of Con- 
tention, not ſuncerely, ſuppoſing to add Afiidtion to my. Bonds. 
And tho' truly Wiſe, and Good Men -are glad to met 
with and patronize Meri where- ever they find it, yet 
ſince the good ones are ſo vaſtly out- number d by the Sons 


of Violence, Iniquity, and Folly; and even theſe Sons of 
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tion Wiſer than the Children of Light ; and whilſt this Earth 
is deſign'd only for the School of Virtue, and not the Place 
where it is to be finally fix d and rewarded, it ſnou'd ceaſe 
our Aſtgniſhment to ſee under the Sun, that the Race 3s not 
to the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong, neither yet Bread 
to the Wiſe, nor Riches to Men of Underſtanding, nor yet 
Fav * to Men of Skill, but Time and Chance happeneth to 
them all. 

But that which moſt ennobles and conſecrates Suffer- 
ings, is the Behaviour of thoſe great and glorious Pat- 
terns of Truth, thoſe earneſt Contenders for the Faith, 
which was once deliver d to the Saints, the Confeſſors and. 
Martyrs: Who choſe to forego not only the Luxury and 
Pleaſure, but the Eaſe and Comforts of this World, and 
every Thing convenient and neceſſary to the Body, and 
to part with even Life it ſelf, when the preſerving it in- 
terfer d with the End of Living, the Teſtimony of a good 
Conſcience. What a noble Appearance do theſe paſſive 
Heroes make, in Hiſtory and Antiquity, and ſuch as the 
greateſt Bigots to earthly Honours and Atcheivement can- 
not boaſt of, nor the Retainers to 'Scutcheonry and Bla- 
zoning, from amongſt all their Pomp and Farce of En- 
ſignry and Device, and the various Marks of Family Di- 
ſtinction, produce or parallel? Nor can any of theit Shields 
or Creſts upbraid degenerate Poſterity, with ſuch Prow- 
eſs, Exploits, or Victories, as theſe have gain d over their 
ſeveral Enemies the Devil, the World, and Themſelves. 
And what a goodly Figure do theſe make, and how far 
ſuperior to any Grecian or Roman Triumph or Proceflion, 
when having their Loyns girt about with Truth, and ha- 
ding an the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs, and for an Hel- 
met the Hope of Salvation; each Man bearing the Inſtxu- 
ment by which he ſuffer'd, their Saws, and their Axes, 
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towards the Prize of the high Calling that is before them; 
in Faith and Patience, Humility and Meekneſs, Mortifica- 
tion and Self-denial, Charity and conſtant Perſeverance unto 
the End, looking unto Feſus the Author and Finiſhes of their 
Faith, who for the Foy that was ſet before him, endured the 
Croſs, deſpiſing the Shame, and is ſet down at the Ripht 
Hand of the Throne of God ? And how does that noble 
Harbinger and Herald, the Prophet Iſaiah introduce, and 
deſcribe this Captain of their Salvation, in his coming with 
Mercy towards his Church, and Victory over his Enemies, 
in a manner, as far ſurpaſſing what we call Regal or Im- 
perial, as the Style and Subjects of Scripture exceed thoſe 
of any common Compoſition ; Chap. Ixiii. 1, &c. Wh 
3 this that cometh from Edom, with dyed Garments from 
Boſrah ? This that is glorious in his Apparel, travelling in 
the Greatneſs of his Strength ? I that ſpeak in Righteouſneſs, 
mighty to ſave. And Ver. 8, 9. For he ſaid, ſurely they 
are my People, Children that will not Lye, ſo he was their 
Saviour. In all their Affliction, he was afflicted ; and the 
Angel of his Preſence ſaved them : In his Love, and in his 
Pity he redeemed them, and be bare them, and carried them 
all the Days of Old. 
But ſuch glorious Ends as theſe, had, no doubt, an- 
ſwerable Beginnings ; which brings me to the Third and 
Laſt Thing I propos'd to ſpeak to, That 

III. The Wants, and Neceſlities of Infancy, and Child- 
hood, are, by no means, the leaſt to be regarded. 

When the Holy Ghoſt wou'd particularly expreſs God's 
Deſign to exert any beneficial Attribute, or earneſtly re- 
commend any Duty to Man, he makes uſe of the Terms 
of Family Relation; by the Prophet David, As a Father 
pit:eth his own Children, ſo it the Lord merciful to them that 
fear him. By St. Paul, Love as Brethren, and our Blel- 
fed Saviour faith, He that doth the Will of my Father which 
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is in Heaven, the ſame is my Brother, and Sſter, and Mo- 
ther : And when his Diſciples were diſputing about Supe- 
riority, (ro which each of them thought himſelf entitled by 
his Services) in his Kingdom, now approaching, whic 
they fooliſhly thought, was to be an earthly one, he does 
not ſend them to the Courts or Camps, nor to the Schools 
of Learning and Philoſophy, then in their greateſt Glory, 
but to the Cradle and Swadling-cloaths, to Infants and 
Striplings for Advice; ſaying, Whoſoever ſhall not receive 
the Kingd:m of God as a little Child, he ſhall not enter there- 
in. And kind indeed it was in him, inſtead of puniſhing 
their Pride by ſome heavy Judgment, thus lovingly to ad- 
moniſh them, and us, how to arrive at all the Benefit of 
Sufferings, without feeling the Severity and Smart of 
them. Nor are theſe Thorns and Briars the Product of 
Chance or Neglect, as thoſe were, with which Gideon 
taught the Men of Succoth ; for Affliction cometh not forth 
out of the Duſt, neither doth Trouble ſpring out of the Ground; 
but they are ſent with a Deſign to make us ſearch and 
try our Ways, and to call us off, from our too eager 
Delight in, and Purſuit of Earthly Things; to look into 
our ſelves, and there to examine the State and Condi- 
tion of our Minds, in reſpe& to God, and a future State; 
to purge and clear them from what is pernicious and 
damnable, and to retain and improve in them what is 
virtuous and falutary ; to ſeperate from the Subtilty, the 
Wiſdom of the Serpent, and to joyn to it, and correct it 
with, the Innocence of the Dove. To add to the man- 
ly Improvements of a rational Faith, Knowledge, Pru- 
dence, Fortitude, Long-ſuffering, Self-denial, and the 
like, thoſe milder Endowments of Innocence, Meekneſs, 
Lowlineſs, Obedience, and a teachable Temper of Mind; 
all which are ſo earneſtly recommended, by our Saviour, 
in theſe little, but eminent Patterns of em, Children. To 
| whom, 
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whom, and to their Virtues, and to the Improvements of 
them, Chriſt ſhew'd the greateſt Regard, for He 1 
them up in bis Arms, put his Hands upon them, and bleſſed 
them. And to let his Diſciples, who wou'd have kept 
them from Him, ſee what a Deteſtation and Abhorrence, 
He had, and they ought to have for that Pride and 
Haughtineſs of Spirit, from which humane Nature hag 
ſuffer'd more, than from any one, or perhaps any Num- 
ber of Vices beſides: For as other Vices ariſe out of our 
bad Actions, this ſprings up from our good ones; and the 
better we are, ſtill are we the more in Danger from it: 
"Tis bred and nouriſh'd by others Vices, as well as by 
our own Virtues, and we are apt to form our Opinion of 
our ſelyes, as the Phariſee did his T hankſgiving, not on- 
ly from what we are, but from what we are not : And 
the Danger is ſtill the more, for that ſo many Arts and 
Sciences that were wont to be employed in the Service of 
God, are now proſtituted to the Service of this Vice; ſo 
that any Precept or Pattern, whereby we may learn to 
diveſt our ſelves of it, ought to be receiv'd and acknow- 
ledg'd by us, with the higheſt Honour and Eſteem, as 
doth the Prophet David, Lord, I am not high-minded, | 
have no proud Looks : I do not exerciſe my ſelf in great 
Matters, which are too bigh for me, but I refrain my Soul, 
and keep it low, like as a Child that is weaned from bis Mo- 
ther; my Soul is even as a weaned Child. But, 
24ly, From the Senſe that Children ſhew that they par- 
take of the Joy or Grief of thoſe with whom they live, 
the Man who induſtriouſly, premeditately, and deliberate- 
ly gives Birth and Vent to ſecret Calumny, the Peſiilence 
that walketh in Darkneſs, (the greateſt Inſtance poſſible 
both of Cowardice and Malice) or he that more gene- 
rouſly, but ſtill barbarouſly, woundeth with the Arrow 
that flieth at Noon-day, may each of em learn, that it is 1 
Tempe 
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Temper of Mind much more agreeable to Humane Na- 
ture, fo mourn with them that mourn, and rejoyce with them 
that rejoyce, than to repine at the good Qualities, and Ex- 
cellencies of Others; or entertain a ſullen Satisfaction 
at their Miſeries. And thus out of the Mouths of Babes 
and Sucklings* bath God ordained Strength, to ſtill the 
Enemy and the Avenger; and to convince them, if 
they will but attend to it, that a Malignancy of Spirit, 
that torments and harrows up the Soul it is {hut up 
in, and when let looſe, ſets at Variance and inflames 
Families, Friend{hips, Neighbourhoods, Societies, 
Towns, Cities, and Kingdoms, is contradictory to com- 
mon Humanity, and the moſt uninſtructed Reaſon, as 
well as to that Command of the Apoſtle, In Malice be 
e Children, but in Underſtanding be Men. 

Zzah, Here too, the Man who unmindful of his Se- 
pulchre, lanches forwards in his Deſigns a great Way 


into Futurity, and thinks of little elſe, than of adding 


Houſe to Houſe, and Field to Field, and of joyn- 
ing Eſtates, and, perhaps, Kingdoms together, and Jays 
Schemes for many Ages to come, when he is not ſure 
of living a Year, a Month, nay, a Day to an End; ſuch 
2 one might learn more in Half an Hour's Converſe, 
from one of theſe little, untaught, Philoſophers whoſe 
Angels,-our Saviour tells us, alway behold the Face of 
bis Father which is in Heaven, than in the Company of 
Sages, Senators, and Stateſmen. Skill in Language, 


tis true, is not yet their Talent, for even their Articu- 
lation is hardly intelligible ; but their Artleſs Looks, 
and Motions wou'd teach him, and he might read this 
uſeful Admonition in the Eaſe and Chearfulneſs of their 
Countenances, when the few Demands ovgrick $3 their 
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lay hold of the Bleſſings, Providence, and the preſent 
Hour reach out to him, and to leave To-merrow, and 
Futurity to take Care of the Things of themſelves. 
Theſe little Inſtructors then, which merit ſo much 
by their Innocence, and by That, and their other good 
Qualities, ſow unto vs their ſpiritual Things, ought cer- 
tainly to be provided for, thoſe of them that cannot be 
ſupplied by their own Relations, out of our world! 
Things. Invention cannot form a greater Unhappineſs 
in Domeſtick Life, than for a Parent to be affected to 
that Degree of Tenderneſs towards his Child, as to fay 
with Jacob, My Life is bound up in the Lad's, and 
yet, which is too often the Caſe, unable to ſupply him 
with the Neceſſaries of this Life, or proper Inſtructions 
towards the Preparation for a better. A ſeaſonable Re- 
lief in theſe Circumſtances, muſt be acceptable to a De- 
gree, equal to the Love of a Parent for his Children; 
which what it is, we often ſee by a Father's hazarding 
his Health, Life, and too often his Soul, for the Bene- 
fit of his Children: So that for a Man in Neceſſity, to 
meet with an Opportunity of having his Child fed, 
cloth'd, and inſtructed, 1 early made acquainted with 
the Paths of Induſtry and Vertue, to qualify him for 
ſome uſeful Trade or Calling, by a better Education, 
perhaps, than he cou'd have had, if the Father had been 
to chooſe for him, How muſt it refreſh the Bowels of 
ſuch Parents, to whom this their n was dead, but is 
alive again, was loſe, and is found, And how advanta- 
geous mulſt it be for a Nation, to have thoſe Hands ho- 
neſtly employ'd in ſome uſeful Manufacture or Buſineſs, 
which otherwiſe wou'd be purloining or plundering the 
Property of others, and the Fruits of their Labours; and 
by theſe Means live a Burden to themſelves, and their 
F . 
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Country, or die an infamous Sacrifice to ſuch Crimes 
as Paſſions unreſtrain d from the Beginning, ſtrengthen d 
by a long Habit of Licentiouſneſs may prompt, or 
extreme Poverty drive them to. rely 
And as the Effect, of other Charities as to this World, 
generally ceaſes with the Objects, the Nature of this is 
ſuch, that it muſt encreaſe by Time, and contribute to 
its own Maintenance, and in a manner, work out, for it 
ſelf, its own Salvation, and Immortality, For beſides 
that all wel ELdiſpos'd Perſons will always chearfully con- 
tribute to ſo reaſonable, ſo prudent, ſo beneficial a Pro- 
ject, tis impoſſible but that Thoſe who ſhall be rais'd by 
it out of the Jaws of Neceſſity, if they are not loſt to alt 
Conſideration, and Senſe of Gratitude, muſt look back to 
this Rock from whence they were hewn, and to the Hole 
of the Pit from whence they were digged; and never fail 
to lend their utmoſt Strength and Aſſiſtance to other fu- 
ture Indigents, labouring under the ſame Extremities, 
from which they themſelves were once fo ſeaſonably, 
ſo providentially deliver d. Their Children too, and 
their Childrens Children, and they that fhall be born 
from Them, may owe the Conveniences and Comforts, 
and ſome of em perhaps the State and Grandeur of 
Life; and ſo likewiſe Thoſe that ſhall be a- kin to any of 
theſe by Affinity, may owe the Happineſs of that Rela- 
tion, to the Piety and Charity of theſe Anniverſary So- 
lemnities: And this long after the Heads of thoſe who 
firſt contriv d, and put them into a good Method, ſhall be 
laid in the Grave: And Ages after the Mind that prom- 
pted, and the Hand that reach'd out the Benefaction, 
mall be ſo far ſeparated, the one return d to God who 
gave it, the other become an undiſtinguiſhable Part of 
the Duſt from whence it was taken, their good Works 
will 
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will pe ſtill alive, moving, and acting, and bringing 
forth Fruits which {hall follow them, as they them: 
ſelves ſhall ſee at the great Day of Retribution. When 
Chriſt, in the Name of Multitudes of ſuch as They ne- 
ver ſaw, or heard, or thought of, ſhall ſay, I was an 
hungred, and ye gave me Meat, thirſty, and ye gave me 
Drink, naked, and ye cloth'd me, &c. 
And if God will fo ſurprizingly reward theſe little 
Services, done to that groſs and periſhable Part of us; 
What will He do, or rather what will He not do for the 
good Offices done for that immaterii f Part of us which 
never can dye e 1 | 
But as the beſt Deſires and Deſigns without God are 
nothing, we mult by no means omit applying to Him 
for his moſt gracious. Favour and Aſſiſtance, towards 
their Furtherance and Completion; that in This, and all 
our Works begun, continued, and ended in Him, we may 
glorifie his holy Name, and finally, by his Mercy,” obtain e- 
wverlaſting Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


O Led, who haſt igugiht, us, that all our Doings mill. 
out Charity are ait hing Worth; ſend thy holy Ghoſt, 
and pour into our Hearts that inaſt excellent Gift of Cha- 
rity, the very Bond of Peace and of all Vertues, "without 
which whoſoever liveth is counted dead before thes. Grant 
this for thine only Son Jeſus Chriſt's Sake. Amen. 
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will þe. ſtill alive, moving, and acting, and bringing 
forth Fruits which ſhall follow them, as they them: 
ſelves Thall ſee at the great Day of Retribution. When 
Chriſt, in the Name of Multitudes of ſuch as They ne. 
ver ſaw, or heard, or thought of, ſhall ſay, I was an 
hungred, and ye gave me Meat, thirſty, and ye gave me 
Drink, naked, and ye cloth'd me, &c. 

And if God will ſo ſurprizingly reward theſe little 
Services, done to that groſs and periſhable Part of us; 
What will He do, or rather what will He not do for the 
good Offices done for that immaterifFPart of us which 
never can dye ? Ms 
But as the beſt Deſires and Deſigns without God are 
nothing, we mult by no means omit applying to Him 
for his moſt gracious. Favour and Afliſtance, towards 
their Furtherance and Completion; that in This, and all 
our Works begun, continued, and ended in Him, we may 
glorifie his holy Name, and finally, by his Mercy, obtain e- 
verlaſting Liſe, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


O Lord, who haſt tgufht, us, that all our Doings mill. 
out Charity are nt hing worth; ſend thy holy Ghoſt, 

and pour into our Hearts that moſt excellent Gift of Cha- 
rity, the very Bond of Peace and of all Vertues, without 
which whoſoever li veth is counted dead before thee. Grant 


this for thine only Son Jeſus Chriſt's Sake. Amen. 


